
In this month's

special issue:

Meet The Managers

Cosy Book Corner

March's Outdoor Calendar

Garden Improvements

Parents Summer BBQ

Room 

News

Book Recommendations

Family Days Out

Staff Bios

Ask Nick

What's On

Mel's Recipie

April and May Holiday Club

THE PENNIES POST
PENNIES DAY NURSERY PARENT NEWSLETTER 

NEWNHAM COURT -  MARCH 2022

www.pennies.co.uk 

Follow us on Facebook 

@PenniesDayNursery

 
In an attempt to engage further with our children’s
parents, we will be holding our first ever meet the
managers night. This will be on 11th May whilst
parents evening appointments are taking place and
you already have your childcare covered at this
non-child event. This aims to give parents an
opportunity to speak to the management team and
to help us to move our nursery forward and inspire
change. Please pop up to the PKC room either
before or after your allotted time and we will be on
hand to answer any questions and get your
feedback about your experience at Pennies. We will
also be asking parents to participate in anonymous
voting so we can gauge where we can improve. 

meet the managers



nursery news 
what's new THIS MONTH? 
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Newnham Court have been working really hard to develop communication and language with the
children. We thought a great place to start with this was to revamp our book corners.

 
 By now you should be able to see the new additions to our cosy corners.  We've new books, rugs,

foot stools, tents, blankets and lots more to support the children’s engagement and create inviting
snuggly areas where they can share books together and with adults. 

 
As a result of this, we have shared lots of lovely moments with each other to delight in the joys of
reading and build up our understanding and variety of language we use in our nursery. Along with
the books, we have purchased lots of puppets and props to support the children's understanding

giving them the opportunity to re-tell the stories.
 

 Babycare and preschool have also been joining up once a week to share singing time together with
the babies. The preschool children love spending time with the babies and it provides a lovely
opportunity for the babies to learn from the skills that the preschool children share with them.

 

 COSY BOOK
CORNERS



your outdoor calendar for APRIL
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April is a great month for preparing seeds for planting.
 

Our children love to create their own little areas to dig and plant, but space is not
always possible for all of us! Why not look at portable planters that you can use

when planting seeds in a tight spot?
 

The depth needed for planting is really achievable in a raised planter and you
could even add castors to make the area movable around your garden! Another

option for smaller spaces are hanging baskets.  
 

Or how about collecting your old wellie boots and pinning them to the shed.  These
can be planted with an array of coloured flowers which the children will thoroughly

enjoy watching grow. 



The very best in  

learning and fun
childcare
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@penniesdaynurseries | @pennies_day_nursery 

parents summer bbq

GARDEN IMPROVEMENTS

Follow us on Instagram 

We are currently undergoing some work
in our garden area to revamp the Pergola.

This work will be carried out in stages
starting with removing the corrugated
roof, followed by the removal of the

wooden framework. Once this stage is
complete we will be looking at how we

can effectively create new shaded areas
in our garden as well as a waterproof
shelter for when the children want to

escape the rain during their garden play
time. In the meantime, we will have our
selection of gazebos at the ready for the
glorious sunshine making an appearance

in the spring and summer time.
 

GOOD NEWS!  Summertime is finally on it's way and
we are all well and truly deserving of a party to

celebrate the end of lockdown, so here's a date for
your diary - Saturday 2nd July from 10am-1pm.  

 
It's FREE to attend. All Pennies parents and children

are welcome to the party.
 

They'll be games, activities, BBQ, refreshments, a
bouncy castle and lots, lots more.  This is our way of

thanking you for being part of the Pennies family.
 

Now we are approaching the glorious British
summertime, can we remind all parents that your
child must have their own sun hat available for

outdoor play. We recommend buying a hat to leave at
Pennies, so it is always available. Please ensure that it

is clearly named. 
 

Also, we will need to start applying nursery suncream
prior to garden time. At Pennies we use Nivea spf 50+
or Ambre solaire spf 50+. If you have a preference of
suncream due to sensitivity or purely a liking then
please provide the room with a new bottle that is

clearly named.

SUMMERTIME SAFETY



Babycare:
Our little and shooting stars have been really enjoying their new indoor and outdoor communication areas. The babycare

team have added mirrors for the babies to explore their own reflections and to learn about finding their own eyes, nose and
smile! They have loved introducing their new story sacks and having fun puppets and props during their circle times. We had
super fun on pancake day, exploring the playdoh in our mini frying pans! Our babies have been looking at seasonal art and

craft activities and looking at the new colours which we are starting to see in the garden!
 

Star Gazers:
Our Star Gazers have been investigating farm animals this month with our art and craft and messy play. They have explored

them with lots of natural resources such as collecting real grass and mud from the garden and adding it to play. The children
and staff have also had great fun exploring their theme of ‘carnival’. They have had so many activities full of different bright

colours and using a variety of fabrics to create great carnival fun! We have enjoyed looking at creating lots of four leaf clovers
ready to celebrate St Patricks Day!

 

Little Lunars and Super Novas:
Our Lunars and Novas have had great fun exploring their book of the month, ‘We are going on a Bear Hunt’. They have been

practising their fine moor skills exploring soil, snow and water. They have also had great fun making bear puppets to use
during story time. Our Super Novas have been focusing on their independence skills by getting ready for the garden all on
their own. They have been looking at all the new Spring colours that are appearing outside and explored painting daffodils

back inside. They have also added herbs into their playdoh to explore an array of different smells!
 

Cool Comets and Groovy Galaxies:
Our Comets and Galaxies have been practising lots of PE to encourage them to become responsible for their belongings. They

have been looking at team games and taking turns. The children have really enjoyed their books of the week, ‘what the
ladybird heard’ and ‘The pirates next door’, and looking at activities around these books. The children have also liked looking
after their new book area and have learnt new skills by rolling their cosy blankets to store them away nicely once they have

finished with them. The children are learning to look after their new space just like a library!
 

Awesome Asteroids:
Our Awesome Asteroids have been looking closely at their letters and numbers and using lots of mark making activities to

help them showcase their skills. They have combined this with using natural resources during their play as they enjoy painting
with sticks and mud!! They have thoroughly enjoyed book week looking at favourite stories and dressing up as their favourite

book characters!
 

PKC:
PKC have loved exploring their new curiosity trinkets and fairy houses and have created such imaginative stories during their
play! The weather has started to get a little lighter in the evenings so they have been enjoying being able to head out into the

garden of an evening! We have seen some wonderful team games going on whilst using lots of energy climbing the high A
frame!! 

A little reminder… If your child is in Year 6, the latest we can accept your notice, to leave at the end of July, is 1st May 2022.
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@penniesdaynurseries | @pennies_day_nursery 

room news

Follow us on Instagram 



Adventure 

Corner

book of the month

lITTLE POTTERS

there's a dragon 
in your book

Written by TOM FLETCHER
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If you like an imaginative adventure during story
time, then this book is the perfect read.  ‘There’s
a Dragon in your book’ is the best page by page
interactive adventure! Hatching dragon eggs and
sneezing fires that you need to blow out, makes
this the best book to enjoy together. Why not let

us know what you thought?
 

HAYLE PARK

FAMILY FUN DAYS OUT
Now the Spring days are starting to flourish and the sun is
coming out, why not head out to Hayle Park Nature reserve,

just down the road in Loose. You will find lots of lovely nature
trails and a babbling brook perfect for hunting trolls! Why not

have a colour hunt with all the spring flowers that are just
starting to peek through!!

 
Even though the sun is making more of an appearance, we will
still have the occasional April shower! Another great day out,

for all ages, is Little Potters in Sittingbourne! Whether you
fancy a new dinner set or a trinket box to keep your pennies
safe in, this place offers amazing keepsakes for all our little

artists!



staff bio
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B E T H
M C H A L E
S E N D C O

 
I have been at Pennies for 12 years and have worked with a variety of ages around the nursery. I am currently

working in Little Lunars and Super Novas, as a key person, and am the nursery SENDCo. 
 

I have developed my skills in the SENDCo role over the last 7 years and my favourite parts of the role is being
able to offer support for the children and families that I am helping. 

 
My role as SENDco is a crucial role in supporting children on their own journey to learn and develop, if we

suspect delays in their learning or have a diagnosed special educational need. 
 

I will work with the child’s keyperson alongside various other professional to put specialist strategies into
place to support the child to reach their full potential. This can be from sourcing specialist resources and
obtaining additional funding, to attending meeting to discuss strategies to support the children further.

 
I have a son of my own, who has also spent lots of time at Pennies but who is now grown up and at
secondary school. We have our much loved dog who we enjoy taking for long walks at the weekend. 

 



NICK'S
KNOWLEDGE
CORNER

YOUNG PLANET

get tax free childcare
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On Young Planet you'll find
thousands of parents giving and

requesting children's items for free -
what comes around goes around, so

why buy?
 

YoungPlanet is an app that enables
parents to put no-longer-used

children's things to good use with
new families and away from landfill,

for free.  Take a look at
https://www.youngplanet.com/

 
 
 

CBEEBIES APP 
The CBeebies Storytime app introduces children to a world of
stories through beautiful interactive storybooks. The app aims to
inspire a love of stories in every child in the UK and support early
years reading.

CBeebies Storytime features playful interactions, popular
CBeebies characters like JoJo & Gran Gran, Peter Rabbit, Mr
Tumble and a CBeebies Bedtime Stories collection filled with
celebrated authors and high-quality stories so children can enjoy
reading, playing and learning independently or with a grown up.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/
apps/cbeebies-storytime-app

You can get up to £500 every 3 months (up to £2,000 a year) for each
of your children to help with the costs of childcare. This goes up to
£1,000 every 3 months if a child is disabled (up to £4,000 a year).

 

If you get Tax-Free Childcare, you’ll set up an online childcare
account for your child. For every £8 you pay into this account, the

government will pay in £2 to use to pay your provider.
 

You can get Tax-Free Childcare at the same time as 30 hours free
childcare if you’re eligible for both.

 

What you can use Tax-Free Childcare for
You can use it to pay for approved childcare, for example:

childminders, nurseries and nannies
after school clubs and play schemes.

 
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/storytime-app
https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs


what's
coming up?

Easter 2022 keep your eyes open for how each unit will be
incorporating Easter into their rooms activities. This will be
displayed on the room door or notice board.

Saturday 23rd July - pre school leavers prom (11am-1pm)

Weds 11th, Thursday 12th, Monday 16th and Tuesday 17th May - Lee
Baddeley will be taking photos of the children (more details to
follow).

Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 8th June - Pre-school graduation
photos.

2nd April - International Children's Book Day
4th-10th April - Community Garden Week
9th April - National Unicorn Day
W/C 11th April - Easter Celebrations
22nd April - Earth Day
23rd April - St. George's Day
16th May - National Children's Day

Friday 25th March is international waffle day and we will
have a scrumptious pudding of waffles with vanilla
sauce and blueberries. YUM!

AWARENESS CELEBRATION Days
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Combine all the ingredients together. Once fully
combined form into balls.

Bake in the oven.

Soften the onions in a frying pan add the rest of
the ingredients and cook out the tomato puree.

Add pepper to taste.

Once the sauce is ready add the meat balls to
the sauce. Let the meat balls soak up the sauce
before serving.

For The Meatballs
 

 

For The Tomato Sauce
 

Enjoy!

Wow, we would like to wish Carrie-Ann,
Deputy Catering Manager, a huge

congratulations and a massive thank you for
being  part of the Pennies catering team for

10 years at the end of March. 
 

INGREDIENTS
½ pork mince
½ beef mince
Diced onion

Fresh chopped basil or dried
Fresh chives or dried

Pepper
 
 

MEL'S RECIPES Meatballs 
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kitchen news

menus
Don't forget to check out the delicious meals

we have planned for the children at
pennies.co.uk/menu

 

Here, you will be able to find the:
 

Baby weaning menu
Plant Based Menu

Nursery Menu
 

If you would like to discuss your child's
dietary requirements, then please email:

melanie.mann@pennies.co.uk
 

WELL DONE to our catering team for not only being
awarded 5 stars scores on the doors award for our

hygiene and procedures in our kitchen, but the Elite
Award, which recognises food businesses who have

consistently achieved the highest rating.



SPRINGSPRINGTIMETIME
Holiday Club Fun At pkcpkc

7:30am -  6:30pm

Fully Inclusive  
www.pennies.co.uk

4   -  14   April  
th th

TWO WEEKS OF TWO WEEKS OF 'EGG'CELLENT'EGG'CELLENT FUN! FUN!

week one week two
m o n d a y

spring party parade

T u e s d a y
Tobogganing 

W e d n e s d a y
sonic vs Mario

t h u r s d a y
mr mcgreggors garden 

f r i d a y
step into spring time

at chatham snow sports centre

m o n d a y
egg-stravagant baking

T u e s d a y
let's get egg-cited

W e d n e s d a y
cobtree manor park trip

t h u r s d a y
watch out for the 

easter bunny!

01622 737733
pkc@pennies.co.uk

P e n n i e s  K i d s  C l u b
Newnham Court Shopping Village
Bearsted Road, Maidstone
Kent, ME14 5LH




