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website launch
We are so very pleased to have launched our new
nursery website, with our new brand colours and

design.  What do you think?  We'd love your
feedback.  Is there any information that you would

like to see that we haven't already covered?  Please
let us know?  email :  natalie.larmour@pennies.co.uk

 

www.pennies.co.uk 

Follow us on Facebook 

COVID TESTING
Please can we remind all parents, that if your child is
sent home with Covid symptoms, that they have a full

PCR test and not a home lateral flow test.  Please
email your results to a nursery manager.  Thank you.

@penniesnewnhamcourt



michaela stone
NEW Head of operations

nursery news 
what's new THIS MONTH? 

 
Michaela Stone has been with Pennies for almost 17 years, working as manager of our

Newnham Court setting. Predictably, the announcement she was leaving that job to take on
a company-wide role as Head of Operations generated more reaction and more good wishes

than almost anything in the history of our social media (along with an emotional and
somewhat messy send off from her colleagues in the office at Newnham Court). Michaela

will be more visible in our other settings from now on and will work across the company to
provide help and support to all our managers in Kent and East Sussex. Michaela's passion
for working with children remains as strong as ever. She says: "One of the biggest joys for

me over the years has been watching the children and their families gaining such a positive
experience from the care and education they have received during their time with us. 

 Welcoming them into the Pennies family as babies and watching them grow into young
adults, gives great job satisfaction." 
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Claire Williams
Nursery Manager

Lisa Jepson
Nursery Manager

Caroline Pigden
Deputy Manager

Jo Cass
Deputy Manager

Meet the New management team

As Michaela  has flown the  Nursery Manager's nest,
please see below the new Management team.



A few people have commented that our new website looks greener than its
predecessor. You would be right if you're guessing there's a reason for that and
over the next few months all the details will become part of our regular messages
to you. What we can share at this time is that Pennies are undertaking a range of
initiatives designed to make us a greener company so our day-to-day work is
kinder whilst settling examples from which the children with us can learn. None of
this will take anything away from the all-important "fun" element of what we do.
Little changes are already there to be seen, from more plant-based options on our
menus to requests for parents parked outside our Newnham Court setting to turn
off car engines whilst waiting for children. Along the way we aim to earn some
recognition as we hit higher environmental standards and create many more
opportunities for children to leave us at the end of the day with things to show
and things to talk about, all of which are linked to making this a greener and more
sustainable world. As always, we're happy to talk about this with any parents who
want to know more and particularly happy to listen to good ideas and insights that
will help us. Watch this space for more details.

an eco friendly future - A GREENER PENNIES
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@penniesdaynurseries | @pennies_day_nursery 

what have we been up to?
Nursery life has been busy as we Spring forward to the nicer
weather.  Our babies have been focusing on flowers and
incorporating their maths skills as they explore emptying and
filling their pots with soil.  They will be checking their pots
daily to see whether the seeds they have sown have taken
root.  They have also been enjoying 'Old McDonald' as their
favourite song and learning all about farm animals.

Our Stargazers have been busy looking at sea animals and
have created a wonderful hanging display in their room.  Its
an underwater paradise as the children explore and play. 
 Our older Stargazers have been exploring dinosaurs and the
World they live in, through messy play.  All the children
enjoyed a fabulous Easter and taking part in their Easter egg
hunts. 

Little Lunars and Super Novas have been busy learning about
shapes and incorporating these in their play doh playtime
with lots of different shaped cutters.  Number time has also
been a big focus during their play time as well as enjoying
songs and stories.  Leo the Lion has been a favourite and the
children know the words off by heart.  They have also learnt a
new hand washing song, which is super fun.

Our Cool Comets and Groovy Galaxies have also been
learning their numbers and have been practising their writing
skills, in preparation for big School.  Unicorns, rainbows and
tractors have been exciting objects for them to draw.  They
are also focusing on a specific book each week.  Currently
they are exploring 'Charlie's Favourite Story Book', which is
full of magical dragons who embark on lots of mystical
adventures. This leads to lots of new adventures in the
garden during playtime, where magical dragons, come alive
and the adventure is real.

app of the month
peanut app

Wishing you had more mums to talk to and
hang out with? This app has been dubbed
the “Tinder for mums” because it connects
you to mamas near you, with common
interests letting you swipe each other’s
profiles and connect. 

We all know how hard it has been during this
lockdown, especially for mamas and papas
with new arrivals. Missing out on various
baby groups, antenatal classes - you haven't
been able to make those life long friends
that you can get through the baby fog with. 

This app is wonderful for finding out new
information,  possible  baby groups and
discussing what's going on with your child,
we are all going through it, a problem shared
is a problem halved!  Check it out.
https://www.peanut-app.io/

Follow us on Instagram 

The very best in  

learning and fun
childcare



Adventure 
Corner

book of the month
leeds castle

Bedgebury 
pinetum

white horse 
park

Dinosaurs in the
supermarket

This month's book recommendation
comes from a mummy member of
staff who's two boys love this book

before bedtime.  
 

There’s a T. rex gobbling sausages, a
Stegosaurus spilling beans! A

Diplodocus in the frozen peas fills
the aisles with greens!

 
For one little boy, a trip to the

supermarket is turned upside down.
A band of dinosaurs wreak havoc in
the aisles, but the grown-ups can’t

see them! Can he convince the
dinosaurs to behave? And, more
importantly, who will mop up the

mess?
.

Written by timothy knapman and sarah warburton
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staff bio
 

HEAD OF CATERING
Hi my name is Mel, I am Pennies Catering Manager. I joined Pennies in 2005 as a kitchen assistant. While at Pennies

I have achieved my Level 2 NVQ Diploma in food production and cooking. In 2012 I became Head of Catering at

Newnham Court. Now I oversee all 3 Nurseries making sure that they achieve excellent standards of food quality

and food hygiene. I am committed to providing balanced nutritional meals of a high quality for all our children.

It is lovely watching the children enjoy their food whilst socialising with their friends. We often have fussy eaters,

and it is a stage that many children go through as they strive to become more independent, so we help to

encourage children within our settings to eat well and develop a positive relationship with food. Seeing their

friends getting stuck in and enjoying different foods can encourage a fussy eater to experiment. 

Its heart-warming to see the children enjoying healthy nutritional meals and watching them grow, experiment, and

enjoy a whole array of delicious foods.   

I love spending time with my grownup children and going on holiday with my husband. My hobbies include walking

my dogs, gardening, cooking, and riding my bike. 

MELANIE MANN
catering manager 
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INVEST IN RENEWABLE
ENERGY

REUSE RAINWATER IN
THE GARDEN

Use Eco-Cleaning
Products to Clean
the House

Stop Using Single-
Use Plastic Straws

Buy Products That
Are BiodegradableThank you to all the parents who have

helped us so far by donating new items
for the garden.  We have received lots of

different tools and planters, which we are
excited  to start using. We have received

lots of established mini plants full of
different varieties and we are looking
forward to learning all about how they

grow.  We are continuing to collect items
for our  gardeining project so if you have

any spare garden tools or plants, we
would really appreciate your donations. 

 thank you.

ASK 
NICK

If your child won’t eat or won’t eat whole meals, you could try
reducing the amount you’re offering. It’s normal for toddlers to                         
need only small servings at mealtimes.

Try not to get stressed... praise your child
for trying a spoonful or having a sip of
water, if that’s all they want.
Continue to offer healthy food, try not to
worry if your child doesn’t eat very much
sometimes. A child is a good judge of how
much they want to eat, but don't give
them an alternative snack. 

eco tips

Get in touch if you would like 
any childcare questions 
answered.

My child won't eat, what can I do to help?

You never know, they may just be
hungrier tomorrow. 

KEEP POSITIVE!

vegetable patch
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what's
coming up?

31st May - 6th June - Garden Wildlife Week
1st May - 31st May - Share a Story Month
5th June - World Environment Day
14th June - 20th June - Nutrition & Hydration Week
17th June - Clean Air Day
18th June - International Picnic Day
20th June - Fathers Day 
21st June - Make Music Day
28th June - 18th July - Children's Art Week
5th July - 11th July - National Hygiene Week
10th August - 15th August - Afternoon Tea Week

National celebration and awareness days are always fun
events within our nurseries and this quarter we have chosen
a selection of days that we can all get involved with.  Here
are some of the days we have chosen to celebrate:

A big roll of paper
allows painting on the
floor inside or outside. 

AWARENESS CELEBRATION Days
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Saturday Showrounds:
29th May and 12th June 
Summer Holiday Club:
21st July - 27th August 
Graduation Photos:
6th & 7th July 
School Leavers Prom:
14th August 



Cook the spaghetti following pack
instructions. 

 

Drain
 

Divide between bowls.  
 

Add a drop of food colouring to each
bowl. 

 

Mix well, adding a splash of water to
help the colour disperse, if needed. 

 

Leave for 5 min
 

Rinse the spaghetti under cold running
water to set the colour.

 

toss with some salad dressing or
melted butter.

 

top with a little grated cheese and a
salad of mixed leaves and vegetables.

sensory tip

If you want to use the spaghetti

as a sensory activity, tip it into

a large tray or plastic bowl and

let your little ones dive in. If you

like, add ice cubes, or give older

toddlers (aged two to four)

safety scissors to practise

their cutting skills.

Grow some Vegetables

Cover up the seeds with compost. 
Water

Part of the fun for children is watering in
the seeds.

Sow seeds. 
(it's the perfect time of year)

 If the seeds are very small, tip them from the
packet into your child's hands or a small

container to avoid too many seeds hitting the
compost. 

Rainbow spaghetti
Ingredients
200g spaghetti

a mix of food colourings
 (red, yellow, green and blue)

tomatoes
easy to grow
spinach

radishescarrots
cabbageslettuce

sunflowers
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Preheat the oven to 160 degrees
Grease and line a shallow cake tin
Combine the butter, sugar and honey in a
small pan.  Stir over a low heat for 5 minutes
or until the butter has dissolved
Place the oats, coconut, cornflakes, mixed
spice and fruit into a large bowl and stir to
combine.  Pour in the butter and sugar
mixture and stir
Press the mix firmly into the tin
Bake for 45 minutes or until golden

Preparation Time: 10 minutes
Cooking Time: 50 minutes

Makes 18 Slices
 

The children really enjoy these as a healthy
snack.  In the words of pre-school themselves.  "It
was crunchy and yummy and we all have a happy
ever after" 

INGREDIENTS
250g Butter

250g Caster Sugar
2 tbsp Honey

225g Rolled Oats
30g Cornflakes

65g Desiccated Coconut
1tsp Mixed Spice

95g Chopped Apricots
185g Mixed Dried Fruit

 

MEL'S RECIPES
CRUNCHY MUESLI SLICE
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FULL DAY SESSIONS ONLY  
T U E S D A Y  1 S T  J U N E  -  F R I D A Y  4 T H  J U N E

HALF TERM FUN
E X C L U S I V E  C L U B

f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w h o  c u r r e n t l y  a t t e n d  
             b r e a k f a s t  c l u b  a n d  a f t e r  s c h o o l  c l u b .  

p k c

T U E S D A Y  
 

 
T H U R S D A Y

 
F R I D A Y  

W E D N E S D A Y

W A C K Y  W O R K S H O P

B L A S T  I N T O  T H E  F U T U R E
 

T H E  W O N D E R F U L  W O R L D
O F  D I S N E Y  P I X A R

A R T F U L  A N T I C S

T O  B O O K  Y O U R  P L A C E  P L E A S E  E M A I L :  
 

s a r a h - j a n e . l o n g @ p e n n i e s . c o . u k  
O R  C A L L  0 1 6 2 2  7 3 7 7 3 3

Magic Booking is back in use for summer holiday club bookings!


