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Pennies currently operates two sites our building at Newnham Court Shopping Village
is located centrally in the Newnham Court complex and clearly signposted once you are

on the main approach road into the site. Our cottage style nursery at Hockers Lane
is the first building you pass as you turn into the lane from the

Bearsted Road/Ware Street end.

Both our sites are easily accessed from Junction 7 of  the M20
and Maidstone Town Centre. 

OPENING TIMES: 7.30AM - 6.30PM



Pennies Day Nursery was founded by a working mother with a passion to  
offer ‘the very best in childcare, learning and fun.’

This vision, and the thought that every child 
in our care joins the Pennies’ family, remains 
central to everything we do. We work to make 
every day, and every activity, special for all our 
children. We measure our success in the smiling 
faces we see at the end of the day. 

In this brochure you’ll find out about the many
exciting things we offer to children and families, 
from full-time care to Breakfast, After-School 
and Holiday Clubs. Above all, Pennies maintains 

a commitment to offer every activity at the 
highest quality. This philosophy under-pins 
all of our work. We aim to offer the best in 
training for our staff, ratios of staff to children 
well above those recommended in the sector 
and a range of activities designed to surprise and 
delight children from 3 months to 11 years old. 

We are always happy to talk to families 
about their needs. Our all-inclusive childcare 
is available from full-time to part time care. 
Please take the time to read this brochure and 
contact us. I’m sure you’ll find we do offer the 
very best in childcare, learning and fun. 
Philip Scotton, Managing Director, Pennies Day Nurseries

to Pennies Day Nursery

“ A big heartfelt thanks, seems like we have 
been at Pennies forever. I cannot believe  
I met the wonderful Penny, who showed  
me around all those years ago. I am sure she 
will be looking down proudly at you all and 
what you have achieved.” Mr and Mrs Patel

www.pennies.co.uk



In our purpose built baby units the smallest children in our care get the 
personal attention they need for calm and contented days. We work with 
parents to understand the individual daily routine of each child.

Pennies babies sleep, eat and play at their 
own pace. We provide all nappies and formula 
milk, offering the same care and food the 
babies enjoy at home. With a separate sleep 
room babies can sleep peacefully, waking 
refreshed and ready to enjoy individual care 
and attention. Smiles and contented gurgling 
are the usual sights and sounds you and your  

baby will encounter. Babies can also use 
our gardens, taking advantage of features 
including a soft turf area, equipment designed 
for sensory experience and an environment 
designed to stimulate curiosity.  

The teams working in our baby rooms 
hold a minimum of a level three childcare 
qualification, first aid and food hygiene 
certificates.

“Outstanding in all areas.”
Ofsted report, Pennies Hockers Lane March 2008 

(this report placed the Hockers Lane site in the top 
1% of nursery provision in the South East)

Key Workers assigned to each baby, provide 
a daily care sheet, detailing the baby’s day. 
They provide a stable and comforting presence 
throughout the day. The personal knowledge 
of the babies in their care allows Key Workers 
to plan a perfect day combining activities to 
help babies develop, fun periods like songs 
and messy play, and times for peaceful sleep.  



There is no firm age for your child moving to the toddler rooms. 
We work closely with parents and children, keeping in touch 
with their progress and changes in their routines.

When they are ready to move we take them onto the next stage. Children 
receive individual attention as they gradually learn to dress themselves,  
feed themselves and use a potty and toilet. 

The emphasis is on learning through play, and 
a visit to the toddler rooms reveals the array 
of toys and games and the generous spaces 
available to use them. Weather permitting, 
the children enjoy adventures in Pennies’ well 
equipped gardens. Toddlers also take part in  
visits away from Pennies, travelling in our buses 
to the local park and other locations where we 
are careful to combine adventures, fun and 
learning with careful supervision at all times. 

Staff in the rooms update parents on key 
developments for each child and the needs 
of individual children are taken into account 
when planning their activities for the day. 
Once in the toddler rooms children generally 
begin to develop individual preferences and 
tastes, favouring particular toys and activities 
and beginning to talk about their preferences. 
At this stage your child will develop a sense 
of independence and personality. The biggest 
change you are likely to notice is the variety of 
stories you’ll be hearing, describing a steady 
stream of adventures and discoveries.

“ All the children really  
enjoy their time in the 
nursery. They achieve well 
because staff are skilled  
and use their sound 
understanding of  
early years guidance.” 
Ofsted Report, 23 May 2007



As with the move from baby to toddler rooms there is no set age for children  
to join our pre-school group. We work closely with parents and take a particular 
interest in each child as we work together to find the right moment to make  
the move.

Children moving to this stage already show some  
independence in dressing, eating and expressing  
opinions. We work to a curriculum developed 
within our own nursery by professionals with  
years of experience and take on board all 
national changes fully and quickly. 

The biggest changes noticed by parents are 
in the rapid development of knowledge and 
abilities as children learn through play. We 
build the days around topic work, allowing 

the children to learn through discussion, 
exploration, visits and drawing from their 
own experience of the world. Parents visiting 
the pre-school rooms often comment on the 
calm atmosphere. The children love to show 
off the notice board, constantly updated with 
pictures and other records of the things they 
do. Major activities – like themed weeks - are 
notified to parents ahead of time. Parents have 
the opportunity to discuss the progress and 
development of their children at all times. 

“ My child smiles constantly 
when he is at Pennies. He is 
developing so many new  
skills and socially he is great.  
This gives me confidence in 
leaving him whilst at work.” 
Mrs Horton

Children at this stage form school-type 
friendships. Parents often comment that 
chat on the way home from Pennies revolves 
around what their child and a few friends did 
together. Pennies’ children typically start local 
schools well, showing an aptitude for the work 

from the start. For us it is always a bittersweet 
experience to see another pre-school child 
leave on their final day, but we are glad when 
they visit on our family days, or return for  
our clubs. 



Based in a purpose built area at Pennies, Newnham 
Court, PKC is the place to be with exciting activities  
and the chance to chill out with friends for children 
from 4 to 11 years old. 

We offer three clubs: our Breakfast and After 
School Clubs take place at each end of the 
school day, with transport to and from school. 
All meals are provided and our specially 
equipped area includes toys and games. 

During school holidays our Holiday Club 
serves up a stunning selection of trips out, 
adventures, themed activities and a regular 

feast of fun and games. The logo you see and 
many other things that go on as part of PKC 
were created with the help of the children, 
who give the life and energy to our clubs.  
PKC activities have included trips to theme 
parks and zoos, visits to the Superbike practice 
at Brands Hatch and making a news report for 
a local radio station. All prices are inclusive of 
food and other items.

Breakfast Club runs at our Newnham Court 
site from 7.00am–8.45am during the school term. 
We provide a healthy breakfast, a range of fun and 
enjoyable activities, and drop children off at local schools
 in our fleet of spacious and comfortable people carriers.

After School Club runs at our Newnham Court site from 3.15pm to 6.30pm (last pick up at 6.15pm) 
during the school term. We pick children up from a range of local schools, bringing them to our 
well-equipped area upstairs at Newnham Court. We offer a wide variety of games and activities.

To book a place or check on future activities contact PKC at Pennies Newnham Court  
on 01622 737733, e-mail: info@pennies.co.uk , or complete a registration and relevant  
booking form.

“I think Pennies is fantastic because it has a Wii, computer, 
bingo, buzz, TV and you can see your friends. You go on 

trips out with the holiday club, dinner is fantastic,  
you can play football in the garden, play pool,  

do some drawing and play games.” 
Matty – Age 8



“Choosing a nursery is extremely important to parents – they will be involved 
in bringing up your child. I viewed several in the area. The relaxed happy 
atmosphere at Pennies immediately put me at ease. A superb setting with 

fantastic garden, the care provided is top class. My child’s development  
has undoubtedly benefited from this excellent nursery.”  Mrs Upton

Hockers Lane
Pennies started in Maidstone with our Cottage 
Style nursery at 149 Hockers Lane. Located 
in a substantial detached property on the 
edge of the North Downs area of outstanding 
natural beauty, the site has been substantially 
redeveloped to incorporate an all weather 
outdoor play area, purpose built units for all 
ages in our care and well-equipped support 
facilities including a kitchen area. Many  
parents have complemented us on the way this 
site combines high quality care with the feel of 
a safe family home. The rural feel of the area, 
with extensive woodlands across the road,  
is also an attraction to some parents.

Newnham Court Shopping Village
Pennies at Newnham Court Shopping Village 
opened in 2005, providing facilities of the 
highest quality and a home for our PKC clubs. 
Fully air-conditioned and equipped throughout 
with under-floor heating and two fully fitted 
kitchens, parents describe Newnham Court as 
‘welcoming.’ It is bright, colourful and alive 
with the happy sound of children. Newnham 
Court offers many innovative design features 
including a series of windows at head height 
for small children, giving them an environment 
that is always exciting and feels very much like 
their own place. All areas at Newnham Court 
are designed to give an intimate and homely 
feel, allowing children to maintain a sense of 
safety and confidence. 

Staff
The Pennies Team offer dedication to quality 
care, enthusiasm and genuine love of young 
children. Our team are professionally qualified; 
we aim for 100% of staff with national 
qualifications, (national targets for the sector 
are currently 50%).  We offer in-service training 
opportunities to all staff, encouraging those with
the ambition to qualify as managers. A majority 
of staff are qualified in food hygiene. All staff 
hold first aid and child protection certificates. 
We have often been complemented for our 
innovative approach to staff development 
and the varied opportunities on offer.

Security
Nothing is more important to us than the 
safety and welfare of children. We have 
invested in CCTV, intercom systems and secure 
key fobbing allowing for every room to screen 
anyone seeking access. All refurbishment and 
design work at Pennies makes a feature of 
security. We discuss security and protection  
as part of admitting every child to our care. 
Our security procedures are constantly reviewed 
and updated by management and reviews 
between management and staff concerning 
each area also take security into regular 
consideration. 

Hockers Lane

Newnham Court



We know that Childcare includes the food children  
eat, and caring for any special dietary needs,  
cultural and health related.  

Our ‘care’ also includes the commitment to run our kitchens 
to the standards your child would expect at home. The local 
authority regularly inspects kitchens in the nursery sector and 
we have always been given high ratings in these inspections. 
Details of our current ratings appear on our website.  

 
Pennies employ a full catering staff 
including a qualified chef and a highly 
skilled team of assistants. Food is 
prepared daily from produce bought 
in fresh on the same day. Both sites 

maintain up to date records of any special 
dietary requirements and staff work closely 

with parents to understand all particulars of diets. Our staff 
regularly update on information concerning developments 
in the understanding of the diets of children.  It has always 
been the policy at Pennies to provide our children with 
simple, nutritious, home-cooked fresh food. 
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